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“We used to do our own shechita so there was a
ritual slaughter which took place in Cardiff and it
was under the guidance of Rabbi Rogosnitzky.
When | was growing up, there used to be a ritual
slaughterer, in Hebrew it’s called a Shochet, and
they used to be employed by the community —
on a full-time basis, a Shochet in Cardiff. Even —
to digress even further, in Merthyr Tydfil, they
used to do their own shechita”.

Adrian Jacobs.

Under the entire supervision of the Ecclesiastical Authority—Rabbi Asher Grunis, Rev. Jerevitch, and Rev, Simmonds.

Kosher / Kosher

functions are held in Hotels and Cafés. In the first place it should"be borne in

3 . Board or Gongregation. as otherwise the Schechita Board cannot be responsible
@g E Qc ! a oar ® for the Kastirus of that meat, The greatest care and supervision is needed when

mind that the Utensils are Traif; there is also fear (and this frequently happens)

reveosssse

of Kosher and Traifa food mixing together, either in cooking or serving, A
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recent Wedding Feast held at one of the Cafés, where meat and milk foods
were served together, was really a scandal.
I must

also advise all Jewish women to be very careful when opening a
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5683-1923.
An Appeal for Kashrus to the Cardiff Jewish
Community by Rabbi Asher Grunis.

September

My dear Sisters and Brothers,
The importance of Kashrus is well known to every Jew and Jewess

fowl or any poultry, if they have any doubt at all about anything, they should not
decide it themselves bat come and ask a Shalo. Some women when they find
anything wrong in a fowl, throw the affected part or parts away, and eat the rest
of the fowl.

That is a sin, and should not be done. When purchasing killed

fowls see that they have the proper Schechita Board Stamp.

I fervently hope that our Community will take this appeal to heart and
act, upon it, to make sure of the Kashrus of the food they use, and to uphold the
Statutes of our religion.

Wishing you a Happy and Prosperous New Year,

Yours faithfully,

ASHER. GRUNIS;

39, Craddock Street, Cardiff.

whose heart is possessed of religious feelings. To avoid Traifa food is not only
a direct command of our Holy Torah, but its prohibition aims at safeguarding
ourselves and our children from the danger and the cankerworm of assimilation,
A strictly Kosher Kitchen will do much to impress our children from their The following persons are licensed under the Cardiff Schechita Board :—
BUTCHERS:— POULTRY DEALERS:—

/ ITOSE- Mrs. GOLDSTEIN, Wood Street,
Mr.-€ATBSTEIN, Wellington St.
Mr—ERECK ~Steugirton Street,
Alr GORMANFich Market,

My, GOLDBERG, CowbsidgeRd,

earliest youth with the sacredness of our religion, and will bind them to their
parents, their Judaism, and their race,

From time immemorial, it has been the practice of Jewish Mothers to Sl » e
A—MHEEER,€lare Road,

exhort their daughters—especially prior to entering upon marriage—to keep /
3 ‘ el S : S. GAFABridaeS (¢ (o~
strict observance of the Jewish dietary laws, in which they have been instructed Bt 2 2 o

Messes—POOLL, Bule Street.
E—RESTAELCentral Market.

St
during their home life. Experience has invariably shewn that marriages based
upon such conditions, are more fruitful of real happiness and contentment. It is

well to remember that our ancient and venerable Rabbis have expressed the 4 : - (La#,.'w/ S K M“\%’: : %
opinion that Traifa food not only enters and injures the body, but destroys com- B

pletely the Jewish intellect,

I therefore appeal to you, my dear brothers and sisters, to take the great-
est and utmost care, concerning Kashrus. Do not buy your Meat, Bones or Fat

unless the Porger is present, and actually sees the meat you purchase. If your

meat is sent to your house, see that the parcel has the Seal of the Schechita

Appeal from the Cardiff Shechita Board on the importance of Kosher meat in the Jewish home, 1923.
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Arnold (standing) and Gabriel (sitting) Krotosky in their butcher’s shop in City Road, in 1984.
Arnold (yn sefyll) a Gabriel (yn eistedd) Krotosky yn eu siop gigydd yn City Road, 1984.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of Philip Kaye.
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Service with a smile. Arnold and Freda Krotosky

The Krotosky family is synonymous
with kashrut in Cardiff, serving as
kosher butchers since the turn of the
century. Arnold Krotosky is the last in
the line, save the unlikely event of his
son tiring of a doctor’s life in Edgware.

Mr Krotosky talks nostalgically of
the days when he had four competitors.
Now as the sole surviving Cardiff
kosher butcher, he would “retire
tomorrow if there was someone to
take over. Frankly though, I just can’t
see it happening, so I feel a duty to
carry on.”

From his City Road premises, Mr
Krotosky and his wife Freda addition-
ally offer a selection of non-meat
products ranging from bread and

pastries to Chanucah candles and
kosher washing-up liquid.

“I’ve taken on more delicatessen
goods to meet customers’ needs,” he
explained. “You have to supplement
these days.”

He estimated that he served over
200 families including some from
Swansea and Bristol.

The nightmares of a Cardiff kosher
butcher are described as maintaining
supplies from London and Pesach
trade — “‘we get people we never see
the rest of the year.”

A compensation was that “the bad
customer is few and far between. And
in a community such as ours, many
are lifelong friends.”

Newspaper clipping about Arnold and Freda Krotosky.

Toriad papur newydd am Arnold a Freda Krotosky.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of The Jewish
Chronicle.

“...with the kosher meat, it was once a week they slaugh-
tered, and then the meat went, and that was it. There was
no freezers in those days, so, you had your meat and you
had your bit of meat or your chicken for the Sabbath, the
rest of the week you probably didn’t see meat...But they
had a separate counter in the ordinary butcher shop, and
after the meat was finished, people would come in and say
to the butcher, “Have you got a bit of kosher left?”...
because they knew it was really fresh, it had been slaugh-
tered that day.”

Patricia Morris.

Apél gan Fwrdd Shechita Caerdydd am bwysigrwydd cig Kosher yn y cartref Iddewig, 1923.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd archif deula Asher Grunis/image courtesy of the Grunis family archives.

“It was a stone floor, as you walked in there was a counter on
the right-hand side, and Gabey and Arnold on the big chop-
ping table that they used to cut the meat on. Right in front of
us was the cashier's desk where Aunty Esther used to sit. Out
the back in the first room was where they had a sausage-
making machine that they used to make their own sausages,
where Aunty Lily used to always sit. And then going out the
back—either side of that—was where they used to kill the
chickens.”

Phillip Kaye.

“There were about three branches of the Krotosky family and
they were all butchers. They’ve gone back to their archives in
Poland, and parts of Europe, and they go back that far as
butchers.”

Thelma Rocker.
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\a stated a new synagogue has
kno ag the Cardiff New Synagogue (Reform) and 1t differs
many aspects from the present Cardiff United Synagopue
h caries out the orthodox Jewish religion. There is a great
deal of 03 gition on the part of the United Synag
the formation of the New Synagogue, and efforts are be
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Letter from Cardiff New (now Reform) Synagogue to Mr Edwards of the Ministry of Food,

concerning the sale of Kosher meat in Cardiff, 19 June 1948.

Llythyr o Synagog Newydd (nawr Diwygiedig) Caerdydd, i Mr Edwards o’r Weinyddiaeth Bwyd, ynglyn a
gwerthu cig Kosher yng Nghaerdydd, 19 Mehefin 1848.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of Cardiff Reform Synagogue.

“So, for instance, | have always wanted to have a beef burger with

a piece of cheese in it, but it's an absolute non-starter because it
mixes the two things together.”

Anonymous interviewee.
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