\ Members and clergy of Cardiff’s Jewish community, 1932.
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Ing the heritage of south Wales Jewish communities, and making it accessible to as wide

ering and pre
an audience as possible.

There have been Jews in Wales for over 200 years. During the late 19" and early 20" centuries there were
small Jewish communities in many of the south Wales valleys, as well as larger ones in the main towns .

According to The Jewish Yearbook, in 1919 there were 400 Jews in Merthyr;
in 1939, there were 175,

in 1959, there were 40;

in 1999, George Black “The Last Jew in Merthyr”, died aged 82.

The decline of the Jewish community in Merthyr was, for the most part, echoed throughout south Wales
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The JHASW aims to capture the spirit of these communities through interviews with those wﬁ(were tf:ere
through the stories of their lives, and their parents’ and grandparents’ lives. Who were they? vnd\ﬁey& \'
live? Why did they leave?
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As well as collecting oral histories, we also digitise the images and documents that bring them,tadlife; that a P — t_‘

'

show what it meant to be part of a Jewish community in south Wales, and how the members of these com-
munities interacted with their friends and neighbours. We hope to show that this relationship was not d

fined exclusively by the Tredegar Riots of 1911.

) Unless specified otherwise, all quotes in the exhibition are written

we collected. ( Y( l l . n

Most of the material we have digitised can be found onlifeia tal Wb lescollact wales/users/31091, .
v or by going to the People’s Collection Wales website and entering JHAS
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This project has been funded by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, w ‘i H \‘ t, st@Fical Society of Eng-
land, and donations from individuals.

We would like to thank all those who have contributed to this project: s who shared their

memories; colleagues and partners who shared their expertise; and o D gave SO generously

of their time.
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fyw; sy'n dangos yr hyn yr oedd yn ei olygu i fod yn rhan o gymuned Iddewig yn ne Cymru, a sut yr oedd ae-
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Lewis Stuppel's shop, 57 Oxford Street, Pontycymmer, c. 1910.
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Siop Lewis Stuppel, 57 Oxford Street, Pon;ycymer, c. 1910.
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