“You’re aware of the otherness, and you have
the empathy for it...and it was in a time when, a
particular community — plenty of these people,
perfectly nice people, but they’re under siege

\

“Vandal intruders tried to set the wimpel on fire in May 1992. The damage has
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been repaired but it is still visible. It too now forms part of the wimpel’s history.
From an accompanying sign in Cardiff Reform Synagogue.

Arwydd cysylltiedig yn Synagog Diwygiedig Caerdydd.

Antisemitism /

Gwrth-semitiaeth

from the larger culture.”

Nathan Abse.

This 1978 letter from G. G. Jones to David Jacobs offers a written account of the author's experiences
of local antisemitic attitudes in the Jewish community in Caerphilly.

Mae’r llythyr hon o 1978 gan G. G Jones i David Jacobs yn cynnig adroddiad ysgrifenedig o brofi-
adau’r awdur o agweddau gwrth-semitig lleol tuag at y gymuned Iddewig yng Nghaerffili.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of David Jacobs.

HEARTBREAK

Cemetery

vandals
blamed
as upset
official
suddenly
dies

By Heather Bakewell

VANDALS who ran amok in a
private cemetery could " have
brought on the sudden death of
its heartbroken grave-tender
Ezekiel Nathan, his friends
believe.

And now a distraught churchgoer has
made an impassioned plea for the
culprits to come forward and ‘‘take
their punishment’’.

Mr Nathan, who had tended the graves at

the private Jewish cemetery next to St

Woolos cemetery for more than twenty
years, died yesterday just hours after
telling the Argus about the desecration.

Harry Poloway, a member of the
Newport Hebrew Congregation, said Mr
Nathan had died of a broken heart.

Mr Nathan, a much-loved 86-year-old, of
Canberra Crescent, told yesterday of his
shock and distress at finding over thirty

Ezekiel Nathan: modest and much-loved

Jewish and  Christian . gravestones
overturned and sprayed with obscene
graffiti.

Empty beer cans and litter were also
strewn around the carefully-tended resting
places.

Distraught congregation members feel
Mr Nathan’s sudden death was hastened
by the vandals’ actions, said Mr Poloway.

‘“The general feeling here is that these
vandals should come forward and take
their punishment like men, knowing now
that a man has probably died prematurely
through their actions,’’ he said.

‘‘Mr Nathan was one of Newport’s nicest
religious people. He was adored by
everybody who knew him, and he was very
modest although he did a lot for the
community.

‘“All this comes as a double tragedy for
us. He will be very greatly missed.”’

Mr Nathan leaves a widow, Nina, two
sons and grandchildren.

The funeral was taking . place this
afternoon — at his beloved cemetery.

This undated newspaper clipping reports

on the death of Ezekiel Nathan.

Mae’r toriad papur newydd yma, heb ddyddiad, yn

adrodd ar farwolaeth Ezekiel Nathan.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of The South

Wales Argus.

“The vandalism was pretty sad...
Ezzy Nathan, our president at the
time, and he was responsible for
looking after the cemetery, and
he went down there, and a lot of
the stones had been knocked
over.”

Ron Black.

“Well, there was “Fuck the Jews” on the wall, and there
was the Terezin sign, so | knew that it wasn’t just random
vandalism. The scroll...was damaged. When | say damaged,
it was, some of the words were a bit blurred so we couldn’t
use it for services. And it was a big one, like that, huge. |
think it was Spanish, very old...what they’d done is they’'d
taken it out, and they’'d done their business on it, and tried
to burn it. And | think they must have been disturbed...they
tried to set fire to the building, but obviously didn’t. And
you know, they just generally smashed things.”

Norma Glass.

R

heartbroken
cemetery official Ezekial Nathan yester-
day as he was buried in his beloved
graveyard just days after it was wrecked
by vandals.

About 100 friends attended the service of the
popular grave-tender, whose sudden death they
believe was brought on by the ion of the

This undated newspaper clipping reports

His brother-i

On a sad day
for everyone,
there was time

to just sit

and reflect...

private Jewish cem
etery in Newport.

Mr Nathan, of Canberra Crescent, died just
hours after telling the Argus of his distress at the
vandalism. 4

And yesterday the heartbroken 86-year-old
was buried among stones still overturned after
the destruction.

Jewish funeral service, with friends and family
coming from as far afield as America and
Singapore.

‘“‘He was very highly regarded in the Jewish
community all over the world for his warmth,
modesty and hard work,”’ said Mr Joseph.

Grim reminder... the cortege passes one of the vandalised headstones. Argus pictures

on the funeral of Ezekiel Nathan.

Mae’r toriad papur newydd yma, heb ddyddiad,

yn adrodd ar angladd Ezekiel Nathan.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of The

South Wales Argus.

“His loss will be very greatly felt.”

Scrolls burned in attack
on Swansea synagogue

BY HELEN JacoBus AND LORRAINE KIRK

TWO SIFREI Torah were burned,
artefacts were smashed and excre-
ment deposited, in a vicious attack
on Swansea Synagogue.

In what Swansea police are treat-
ing as a “racially aggravated attack,”
flammable white spirit was poured on
the floor, windows were broken and
swastikas and anti-Semitic daubings
drawn on walls last Thursday.

One scroll, dating from 18th-cen-
tury Spain, was thrown into the gar-
den, burned and its ivory tops
smashed. A yad — Torah pointer —
was snapped into three, and a child’s
scroll burned. Bookcases were also
cracked and a display case of Judaica
used to teach visiting school groups
was wrecked, together with its con-
tents.

“It’s left everyone very distressed,”
said the congregation’s Board of
Deputies delegate Norma Glass. “I
feel so saddened. We've had letters
of support from church ministers,
saying they are praying for us, and

_that is heart-warming.”

Mrs Glass, who last month re-
ceived an MBE for enhancing racial
understanding, added: “This has
made me more determined to carry
on.”

In a message of support to be read
out in the synagogue tomorrow,
Chief Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks says
his “thoughts and feelings” are with
the congregation.

“Words cannot express how dis-
tressed I feel at this act of vandalism,

Newspaper clipping from The Jewish Chronicle detailing an attack on the Swansea Synagogue, 19 July 2002.
Toriad papur newydd o The Jewish Chronicle yn disgrifio ymosodiad ar Synagog Abertawe, 19 Gorffennaf 2002.
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Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of The Jewish Chronicle.

which has defaced a house of God
and ruined one of our holiest objects,
a Torah scroll.”

Jewish communal authorities in-
vestigating the desecration say there
is no evidence to link it with the
attack on Finsbury Park Synagogue
in North London, in April.

While there were some similari-
ties, the Swansea attack is being
regarded as the work of an extreme
right-wing group, while April’s Fins-
bury Park desecration has hitherto
been seen by police as vandalism.

The Finsbury Park attackers, who
have not been caught, also left excre-
ment and drew a swastika on the
rabbi’s lectern.

B

But Community Security Trust
chief Mike Whine said there was “no
reason to think there is a connection”
between the two, nor with an attack
on Hull’s Jewish cemetery earlier this
year.”

Vandals who attacked Dundee
Hebrew Congregation last year daub-
ed “Combat 18” — the name of a
far-right group — in the synagogue.
“We can’t prove there are any organ-
isational links,” he said. “Synagogue
desecrations are few and far be-
tween. It’s clearly very disturbing for
the community. Whoever did it were
from the far right,” he said, adding:
“We have been urging synagogues to
install up-to-date security systems.”
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