“The continuous reduction of the numbers, it was decided to sell the building
at 3 Queen’s Hill Crescent and move to our place in Risca Road, which was
used for funerals...Alan Schwartz and his friend used to come over and do
some services for us on the Sabbath, and we were pretty grateful for that...
And then obviously, the last three, four years we’ve had no services at all on

Risca Road.”

Ron Black.

= : ~ Thefinal sefvirE'ngE_WbT)?l‘_S)?hagogue, 20¥\J_'[l-ly 1997 ’
~ Ygwasanaeth olaf yn Synaéyog Casnewydd, 20 Gorffennaf 1997.
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Welsh synagogue sold

From SAM GOLDBERG, our
Swansea Correspondent

A, Christian religious organisation

has purchased the historic Merthyr
[ydfil Synagogue (pictured here), a
Victorian structure built in 1872 1n the
style of a Welsh chapel. This virtually
brings to an end a once-flourishing
Jewish community 1in Glamorgan
which came into being over 150 years
dgo,

Jews arrived in Merthyr about 1830
and built a small synagogue; a larger
one was built in 1852 behind the local
temperance hall.

['he present synagogue was erected
in 1872 at the height of the industnal

opportunities to pursue theinr
professions, and the community
consequently dwindled.

[he decline was particularly
accentuated from 1921 and from some
200 families 1in the congregation’s
heyday, only about six remain. The
Merthyr Jewish community has
produced some outstanding spiritual
leaders, the last being the Rev Meyer
Fine (Llanelli-born), who 1s now
minister at Leicester, and his son,
Rabbi1 Yisroel Fine, minmster of the
Wembley Synagogue, London.

| understand that the handful of
Jews remaining in the town are
maintaining their cemetery. They are
particularly anxious to dispose of the
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‘Beautiful synagogue’ but too big

Declining Welsh
congregation
may have to sell

the main reasons was the cost of the
upkeep of the present building.
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Lorraine Kirk
NEWPORT

“It’s a beautiful building but we’re
looking for a smaller premises to
reduce the maintenance expenses.
We have to think about the future
with a positive attitude. I'm opti-
mistic, not about the community
growing but that we’ll keep going.”

She said her husband, who died in
October, was the last president the
community would ever have.

If a sale does eventually take place,
it will not be until next year, after
repairs to the synagogue have been

The possibility of selling Newport
Synagogue has been discussed by its
dwindling membership.

A spokesman for the Wales con-
gregation, June Figelstone, wife of
the late president, Peter, said one of

Newspaper cutting about the proposed

completed. One possibility being
considered is to buy a house and con-
vert it into a suitable premises.

The congregation still holds a
monthly service, with a kiddush, at
which a minyan is guaranteed. It is
seen as an important point of contact
for congregants. There is a smaller
service on other Shabbatot.

Although there are about 50 mem-
bers, compared with double that
number 10 years ago, many live out-
side of Wales but have chosen to
retain their links with the community
where they grew up. They return to
Newport for High Holy-Days.

sale of Newport Synagogue.
Toriad papur newydd am werthiant
Synagog Casnewydd.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy

of

The Jewish Chronicle.

Members want to retain their
identity as a community rather than
merge with a larger synagogue. “We
are Newport in our own right and we
want to .keep that,” said Mrs
Figelstone. "

“Well, of course the change in the numbers is
enormous, and we’re such a small community
now, and that’s probably why amongst my Jewish
friends, we’re closer because of that. Socially, we

have lots going on...our rabbi is very enterprising,
but life has definitely changed enormously from

when | was young .”

Doreen Bloom.

“The synagogue closed. Obviously
financially, it wasn’t prudent to

Cathedral

closure

carry on there...it just died a natu-

From RENEE BROWN
Cardiff

ral death.”

Many nostalgic memories were
stirred at the final Shabbat service
of the Cathedral Road Synagogue,
Cardiff, which has been sold to

revolution, a phenomenon which
hastened 1ts decline.

Young people became increasingly
attracted to the cities and university
towns

synagogue's almemar and the Ark,
which will be donated to any Jewish
community which can provide for the
dismantlement and transportation
where there were greater COsts.

Stephen Hamilton.

Newspaper clipping about the sale of Merthyr Synagogue.
Clip papur newydd am werthiant Synagog Merthyr.
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Rabbi Michoel Rose and Rebbetzin Aidele Rose, January 2019.
Rabbi Michoel Rose a Rebbetzin Aidele Rose, lonawr 2019.
Llun/image © JHASW

property developers for over £,
million.

The synagogue — opened in
1897 by the then Chief Rabbi, Dr
Herman Adler — will be converted
into offices.

The congregation will use tem-
porary premises while the search
for a permanent home continues.
One prospective site has already
been rejected by the membership.

Mr Sefton Cohen conducted the
final service, assisted by the senior
warden, Mr Allan Schwartz. A
farewell kiddush was provided by
Mr and Mrs David Shane.

Newspaper cutting about the sale of Cathedral Road Synagogue.

Toriad papur newydd am werthu Synagog Heol y Gadeirlan.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of
The Jewish Chronicle.

“Being different is difficult, and, and therefore there is that
struggle of being Jewish in a community that is very, very small
because you do not have that peer support. You do not have
other people...who are doing the same things, celebrating the
same festivals. And | think that is the biggest challenge in a
community that is small religiously...On the other hand, with
that, because people have to be engaged because if they want
the community to continue, they have to actively engage...And
actually today, a lot of the people who come to synagogue are
coming a lot more than they have ever come in their
they are a lot more committed than they were in the past.

ives, and

...we realised that we do want to stay, want to help out, and do not want to see a community die. And we are of the ethos
of the Chabad movement that, that believes that everyone is important, and that, you know, the community is not too small
or, or insignificant to have value and, and, and it is important to continue to, to give that value and religious value.

...I do not think that this community [Cardiff] will disappear. | think there will always be—

at least for the foreseeable future,

unless things change—there will be a community here. Not maybe in the way it is today, maybe not in the structure it is to-

day, but | think that there will always be a community here for the foreseeable future.”

Rabbi Michoel Rose.
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