“The factory was virtually a replica of what he
‘George’s father] had in Vienna...They started off with

arge rolls of cigarette paper. It was cut up into bob-
bins, and then it was folded and then eventually end-
ed up in the familiar cigarette paper booklets. They
nad various customers that my father brought with

nim from Vienna in Portugal and South Africa, and in
other countries where he exported goods from.”

George Schoenmann.

George Osztreicher’s father’s first shop at 93 Queen Street, Cardiff, c. 1965.
Siop gyntaf tad George Osztreicher yn 93 Heol-y-Frenhines, Caerdydd, c. 1965.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of George Osztreicher.

“But then that business grew, and it was called RSJ Plastics
Limited, and it was one of the businesses for which | was
managing director and we grew that business so big that we
persuaded the Japanese to open the very first factory in
Wales...the Japanese...they used to say to me, ‘We [are] like

27

Jewish people, we work very hard...and we love our family.

Anonymous interviewee.

Inspecting Takiron (UK) Ltd’s new factory at Bedwas.

Arolygu ffatri newydd Takiron (UK) Ltd ym Medwas.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of anonymous interviewee.

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy of George Schoenmann.

George Osztreicher.

Folding room, the General Paper & Box Manufacturing Company Limited in Treforest.
Ystafell blygu, y General Paper & Box Manufacturing Company Limited yn Nhrefforest.

“And the whole of Treforest Industrial Estate, it was set up virtually
by Austrian, German and East European Jews, who came over here
with their knowledge, their production, some of them even bought
equipment and so on, and they were helped by the government at
the time to set up factories, and that’s how...l can reel off dozens of
names, that’s how it all started, South Wales industry.”
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Adjertlsmg feature

in Wales opens today

STRIKING example

of international co-

operation will be
cemented today when
the first Japanese fac-
tory to be established in
Wales is formally
opened at Bedwas, near
Caerphilly, writes a
special correspondent.

Tt is estimated that more -

than 50 companies and
organisations covering
such aspects ag banking,
the law, international trade
and industrial aid have
co-operated to help Takiron
(UK. set up in a former
tea factory.

Test runs at Bedwas,
where Takiron will manu-
facture PVC- corrugated
sheeting, have already
taken place, using the 32
local ‘workers who have so
far been recrmted

They are being in-
structed by a . team of
Japanese supervisors and
production will build up
steadily over the next few
months as the Welsh
workers gradually increase
their skills.

“T am surprised that they
have picked up our tech-
nology so quickly,” the
managing director of
Takiron (U.K.) Ltd., Mr, H.
Yamaguchi, told me.

A continuous process will
be implemented at Bedwas,
using a three- sh1ft workmg
system.

The success story of |
: _ nessman — associated with

i
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Japanese supervisors an the first Welsh wmiers recruited at Takiron

(U.K.) Ltd., Bedwas, with a batch of the firit PVC corrugated sheets

Takiron in Wales 1s a
direct result of a trading
link which has been
strengthened over the past
10 years by RSJ Plastics,
of Norwich Road, Cardlff
the distributing company.

Angd it is amazing that.

the whole thing happened
quite by accident,

-About 13 years ago the
late Mr, Sam Wolfson,
head of RSJ’s associated
company, Tuf Abrasives, of
Ipswich Road, Cardiff, was
dlscussmg . the _ United

dom sale of Japanese
san paper with a business-
man from Japan,

As the Japanese busi-

Takiron -— ‘was about to
leave the office he dropped

| some papers from his brief-
| case,

' FORESIGHT

Mr. Wolfson asked what
the papers dealt with and
was told they featured
PVC corrugated roofing.

“It had never been heard
of at the time,” said Mr.
Cyril Woolfstem joint
managmg director of RSJ.

“Thankfully, Mr. Wolf-
son had the foresight to
pursue this matter: and the
bond was established.”

Now RSJ themselves

“have bought a £150,000
factory near the Bedwas

plant and are approaching
the completion of transfer
from their Cardiff premises.

RSJ’s fleet of vans is
being doubled and the work
force strengthened to cope
with the expected demand
for -the products from the
Takiron plant.

- Mr, Woolistein told me

that one of the lessons to
be learnt from the Takiron

development is that an

importing company can
turn the scales In its
favour.

“Iin s Yot of peoplee

- produced at the factory.

minds, importers have beer,
regarded as less than usefu
to the country.

“For the last 10 yea*‘i
RSJ have been importing
Takiron’s products and th
moral is ‘that, after build
ing a home market we ar}
bound to be winners. /

BENEFITS |

!

“And, at the end of the
day, Wales gets the he
it of this very 1mportai
new expansion,” he said.|

Japanese companies ha;e
not been slow to grasp the
advantages of settling mn
Wales since Takiron’s fimt
announcement last year
that it had chosen Bedea

Sony at Bridgend, 13%9
paring to start recruiting
staff and two other Japan
ese companies are showiig
active interest in Wales as
a base for their tradmg
activities,

Mr. Woolfstein says Lhat
Takiron’s success — it iias
0 ened two other new
plants in Japan in the last
two years — can be atbri-
buted to the fact that it
hag never turned out a bad

roduct and that it is run

v able businessmen,

Durlngi{ the per ied of its
trade link-up with Takiron,
RSJ have esablished some
very impressive delivery
schedules between Japan
and Britain,

For instance, a shipment

Llun trwy garedigrwydd/image courtesy
of Media Wales.

of corrugated PVC roofing
ordered from Japan some
years ago was in Cardiff
within six weeks,

A Takiron (U.K.) direc-
tor, Mr. Akira Koyama, told
me that the company had
contemplated choosing sites
for development in France
and the Netherlands but
had eventually plumped for
Bedwas, :

Good road communica-
tiong with centres of popu~
lation, Britain’s member-
ship of the EEC and the
regional incentives even-
tually swung the balance in
favour of Bedwas, .

The language factor was
also taken into account.
“Most Japanese have a very.
good working knowledge of
Enghsh and the language
is compulsory for students s
said Mr. Koyama,

Britain is also the biggest
European market for
Takiron’s products.

Over the next two years
a work force of about 10C
will be built up at Bedwas
and in a second phase of
development, which will
follow later, there is. the
possibility of the product
range being increased.

As production steps u{)
at Bedwas, Takiron wi
be seeking to keep in step
with its company motto,
framed and hanging from
the wall of Mr. Yamaguchi’s
office, “To benefit the
commumty through hon-
esty and justice.”

Newspaper cutting about Takiron (UK)
Ltd’s new factory at Bedwas.
Toriad papur newydd am ffatri newydd
Takiron (UK) Ltd ym Medwas.

“He...was given a job — really a factory manager — of a firm called Skreks...they made Kosher — Kosher

meat, food, soups, fruit...and the factory was just behind what is now...Chapter, it was then Canton High
School, and | used to get ribbed a lot when the wind was in the wrong direction, because there was a lot of
smells came out of the...food factory and blew in through — into Canton High School, that they knew that

Schwartz’s father...worked there, so | got teased.”

Anthony Alan Schwartz.
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