Handout 4 Foundarion ‘ IWITNESS

Foundation
Activity 6: Prejudice and
Propaganda

Student Worksheet

Task 1

The Collins English Dictionary defines propaganda as: “information, often inaccurate information, which
a political organisation publishes or broadcasts in order to influence people”.!

Write down what impact you think propaganda may have on society and/or everyday lives if it goes
unchecked.

Task 2

2.1. Working in pairs, read Handout 1: Backdrop to Nazi Propaganda. One of you should read the first
page of the handout and the other should read the second page. Then discuss with each other what you
have learned.

Next, write down three things you learned from this handout.

! Collins, Definition of ‘propaganda’ <https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/propaganda> [accessed
11 April 2022].
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Task 2 continued

2.2. Now read Handout 2: Nazi Youth Groups.
Then, working in pairs/groups, complete the following tasks:

Describe the poster. Try to include things like the visual elements, who the intended audience was and the
intended message.

Identify three different activities or methods that the Hitler Youth and the League of German Girls used to
promote Nazi ideology and policy.

Task 3

3.1. Read the following biographies for Irene Kirstein Watts and Ellen Kerry Davis.

£ European
*ak Commission

iwithess.usc.edu

© 2022 USC Shoah Foundation 2 Activity created by Emelye Clifford, JHASW/CHIDC Volunteer



Handout 4 usCShoah | I\WWITNESS
Activity 6: Prejudice and
Propaganda

Student Worksheet

Task 3 continued

Biography of Irene Kirstein Watts

Irene Kirstein Watts was born on 24 May 1931 in Berlin, Germany. She grew up in an Orthodox Jewish
family.

Irene and her family were persecuted by the Nazis during the pre-war period and her father, Ziegmund
Kirstein, was imprisoned in the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp. In December 1938, Irene boarded
the Kindertransport to the United Kingdom. She lived in England initially but when war broke out, she
was evacuated to Llanelli, Wales. Irene’s parents later escaped to the United Kingdom during the war
and eventually lived in Swansea.

Irene, her husband and four children emigrated to Canada in 1968.

Irene was interviewed on 28 June 1998 in White Rock, British Columbia, Canada.
Biography of Ellen Kerry Davis
Ellen Kerry Davis was born on 1 September 1929 in the town of Hoof in Kassel, Germany.

She grew up in an Orthodox Jewish family and her father worked in the family’s business (a Jewish
butcher). The anti-Jewish laws of the Nazi government during the pre-war period barred the family from
running this business and earning a living . Ellen’s home was seized by the Nazis and the family was
forced to live in one room in the town’s synagogue. In 1937, when Ellen was eight, a group of Nazi youths
burnt down the synagogue at night and attacked the family with bricks. They were rescued and hidden by
a local non-Jewish family. Ellen’s father was imprisoned in the Dachau Concentration Camp but
subsequently escaped and joined the Pioneer Corps and later lived in Australia.

On 30 June 1939, Ellen boarded the Kindertransport to the United Kingdom and was adopted by an
elderly, childless couple in Swansea. In December 1941, Ellen’s mother and six siblings (the eldest was
aged 11, the youngest two) were deported to Riga and were shot and killed on arrival by the Nazis (and/
or their collaborators).

Ellen has a son and a daughter and two grandchildren. She was interviewed on 6 May 1996 in Cincinnati,

Ohio, USA.
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Task 3 continued

3.2. Next watch two short videos:
a) A video clip of Irene describing an experience she had as a child in Berlin, Germany in the 1930s.

b) A video clip of Ellen describing an experience she had as a child in Hoof, Germany in 1937.

3.3. Then, working in pairs or small groups, complete the following tasks:

Write down three ways in which, according to Irene, the parade she witnessed was, “dramatic and
theatrical”.

What does Ellen’s testimony reveal about the impact of propaganda/youth groups on young people in
Nazi Germany?
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Task 3 continued

Do you think the youths who tried to kill Ellen and her family in 1937 had been ‘brainwashed’ by Nazi
propaganda? Think back to what you learned from Handout 1. Were there any factors that might have
influenced the success of Nazi propaganda on these young people?

Task 4

4.1. Read the following information from the 2021 Community Security Trust Report:>

Antisemitism did not end with the Holocaust. Modern-day antisemitism includes (but is not limited to)
violent assaults on Jews, vandalism of Jewish synagogues, cemeteries or schools, conspiracy theories that
Jews control governments, banks and the media and Holocaust denial.

? Community Security Trust, Antisemitic Incidents Report 2021 (2021) <https:/cst.org.uk/data/file/f/f/Incidents%
20Report%202021.1644318940.pdf> [accessed 10 April 2022].
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The Community Security Trust (CST) is a UK charity that seeks to protect Jews in Britain from
antisemitism. The CST Antisemitic Incidents Report 2021 reported 2,255 anti-Jewish hate incidents in
2021. This was a 34% increase compared to 2020. One feature highlighted by the report is the trend in
antisemitic incidents linked to the COVID 19 pandemic. This is an example of how those who perpetrate
antisemitism adapt to, and exploit, current uncertainties in society to promote hateful prejudice.

The CST report identifies the disturbing range of conspiracy theories linking antisemitic rhetoric to
COVID 19, including the myth that Jews were responsible for creating and spreading COVID 19 and the
narrative that lockdown restrictions or the vaccine rollout are similar to the persecution of Jews in the
Holocaust.

4.2. Working in pairs/groups, write down two things you learned from the 2021 CST Report:

Task 5

Some propaganda or media messages may be communicated for positive reasons. For example, a
government agency, like Public Health Wales, may use a media campaign to promote health, like anti-
smoking or anti-drug campaigns. How can you identify dangerous propaganda in media messages (e.g.,
on TikTok, Instagram or YouTube)? Write down five questions you can ask yourself to help critically
evaluate a media message.
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Task 5 continued

Identify ways you might be able to challenge propaganda, prejudice or hate speech in media messages you
see.

Write a five-point manifesto for secondary school-aged students that is designed to raise awareness about
the role and influence of the media on this age group, explain how to evaluate media messages, and
challenge prejudice and propaganda.

Al European
*ak Commission

iwithess.usc.edu

© 2022 USC Shoah Foundation 7 Activity created by Emelye Clifford, JHASW/CHIDC Volunteer



USCShoah
Handout 4 Foundation

Activity 6: Prejudice and
Propaganda

IWITNESS

Student Worksheet

Task 5 continued

European
Commission

iwithess.usc.edu

© 2022 USC Shoah Foundation 8 Activity created by Emelye Clifford, JHASW/CHIDC Volunteer



